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Unit 7
VOWELS nigaiag
SHORT VOWELS LONG VOWELS
St YUMhLe
pronunciatiqg name sign sign name Pronunciation
a as in card npg X b Fap a as in card
e as 1in pen PAEYY) X % AN e as in they
PAs N sit o paqap "X R0 P20 ee as in feet
00 as in soon  Paap X X pinaw 00 as 1n soon
O as in cord10p ¥ap x Xo,Ax oyin © as in cord
T s T

At present, the difference between the long and short
vowels does not represent a significant difference in
pronunciation. However, the knowledge of the division
between long and short vowels will be of help in clarifving

certain grammatical phenomena .
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THE FURTIVE npg

=

When the consonants 1,M,5 come at the end of a word

and are vocalized by a nng (x) the nps is pronounced

1L

before the consonant and the consonant is treated as
being unvocalized,

vI1in pronounced px7Tin yo-de-a
117  pronounced nxi% lu-ah

A112 pronounced ;xi- 3 ga-vo-ah

THE xaw

I) When the 1w (x) occurs at the beginning of a word
or syllable, it is pronounced like a semi "€" (like the
"o" in collide). It is called ¥l R}y , mMObile Rrjp

€.2. qy?mg,ﬁug

I1) When the N1 comes at the end of a syllable,

it represents the absence of a vowel sound, and it is

called ni) xjyw, cuiescent RIW

)]

«£. 73 ,OR
= =
When there are two consecutive xx 1in a word, the
first is quiescent@; H}@) and the second mobile@; N]W)

A Riv following a long vowel is mobile (p3 R1w)

e.g2. 110 —33
¥ *

J
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Unit I

THE COMPOSITE xiw

In order to facilitate the pronunciation of the

mobile Riw (v R1w) when it comes under a guttural letter

(v,n,7,r) the mobile Riw

an auxiliary vowel, either

RIBSSaR Jhan yasaR
. s G 1 il i

The "G" and "G" are

regular"G" and "G!

pronounced like 10R vop

However,

(93 rw) is supplemented by

%, X or x yielding a composite
Sy & X g

name

NEg=~90n

2130-9010

rap=qan

pronounced practically like a

in the case of G, it is
7

T

"&" as the "o'" in "cord".

Also note that any i, preceding a vpap.-9nn 1is pronounced
: 2y .

like a 19p vop:v17a3 Tsbdhdrayim.

i,
d k2

*
G refers to any guttural

letter U T ;8 wR

e e
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THE @271

A dot placed in a consonant is called a waT

The two types of w3w are:

oo

14 PR wav, Light gayg

T

It comes only in the consonants Ly Py Ty 3

5. 9, His
Originally the U217 indicated a change in pronunciation. In
modern Sephardi Hebrew the 7P wai affects the pronunciation
only of the consonants 1, 3, 9. The i, T, & are pronounced

the same with or without the 7P Wiai. When the consonants pg3723

come at the beginning of a word or syllable, a 9p wav is
) 2 waq

placed in them (only if preceded by a closed syllable*)
e.g., "wayl, IAI1, 1393, The use of the way or its

absence is solely phonetic and does not change the meaning,

2. PIin wad, Strong way
It may come in any consonant except y,n,n,R and - -

either to compensate for a missing letter (somewhat akin
to an apostrophe in a contraction in English), e.g., nwa
lor OW jg,or to indicate a doubling of the consonant
S

2. aPn really stands for n99p consisting of a closed

syllable and an open one.

Note: a)ni riw or a was Tollows every short vowel.
b) No W33 ever appears in a guttural.
c) way does not appear after long vowels nor after
a vy Rw
*

A closed syllable is one which ends in a vowel-less
consonant. An open syllable is one which ends in a
consonant + vowel.

FEEEECEEEECEECEEEEEEEEEE
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PRONUNCIATION 1330

There are two main systems of pronunciation of Hebrew:
The Ashkenazi or German, which originated among Central
and LEast European Jews and was carried to all countries
to which these Jews have emigrated; and the Sephardi or
Spanish, used by Jews of Spanish and Portuguese origin
living in Burope and America and by Jews in Middle Eastern

countries, In Israel

-

and in univergities throughout the

2

world, the Sephardi pronunciation has been adopted and will

be used in this course.

VOCALIZATION OR POINTING Fip3

The various signs used to indicate the vowels, the WA
and the distinction between U and @ are collectively
called 73Ip3 or in English, pointing or vocalization. Except
for poetry, the Bible, children's literature and bhooks for
beginners, these aids to reading are usually omitted. The
knowledge of the structure of the language and its various
patterns is what helps the reader to make sense of a

basically vowel-less text,

VOWEL LETTERS ARTIPS nIE R

T

The letters *,71,7,r are sometimes employed as vowels
to facilitate the pronunciation. If they follow a vowel
and are not themselves vocalized, they are considered vowel

letters an

a part of the preceding vowel, e.g., rIp, JIpR, 1313,
73 ) T '

=EEEREERECEEEEEEEEEEEEET®T®E



& Unit I

In each of these four examples the syllable with T,1,0,R

-y

is an open syllable i.e., a syllable ending in a vowel (see below).

The letters w4y» and wiv are often ingerted in

unpointed writing @ven in places where classisal Ilebrew calls
for the vowel siens only-and not the vowel Lebhersi,

Thus the word paup may appear unpointed as Pilop

[t is furthermore usual in unpointed writing to writerthe
consonants v and y as 11 and 71 80 as to distinguish
them from the vowels. In Israel there is nc consistency in
this. 1In this text we shall use vocalized or pointed

wriling only.

SYLLAB 3LES 11 B e
L TN

Bach vowel combined with one or more consonants forms
a syllable, ST /N 773,08 L,19. Each of these words
15 composed of one sylilable. In the words TTATR,L,AT, 0057
T.or LT ok

a5

there is more than one syllable. The number of syllables

£,

in a word is determined by the number of its vowels. The
K19 and composite vowels are not regardaed as vowels, and

are not taken into account in the number of syllable

na
ot

A syllable that is formed by vowelled consonant
followed by a vowel-less consonant or ny riv(e.g. ,pnza

% - s ; .
or 11) is a closed svllable. The Hebrew syllable formed

by a consonant and a vowel fol lowing that consonant is an

open syllable e, g, Ta .37

EEEEEEEEEEEEEE R EE =
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ACCENTUATION A Y en
Hebrew words of more than one syllable are most often
accented on the last syllable. Otherwise, the accent falls

on the next to the last syllable,

"ADING PRACTICE

ROAIN ROR IR N N MR INOR R R R R
1 131 S 113 b 3 3 i 3
4 g Tk T B 111 u | 31 1 x P 3
ﬁ 2 32 X &3 3 A4 2 T3 02 a2 2
T 7oAt T 47 T 07 1 1T T 17 T

oan a0 A0 a0 1 j 0 a0 0 m
1 1 11 111 1 11 1 11 17 3
3 TOa7 T oAy 7Y i YT 1Y T

noar nonoan non no NN nonan n
T mam U oiu v 7o g DD u g o
] 1 Eln £ 19 &} i | 2 T 1 ’E '1 El
3 w i i 3 13 2 m 3 13 3 3 3 2
] " i e 3 30 2 73 ) i 32 2
¥ %9am EER PR 277 27 0
0 730 I T noag ] o a0 r
2 3093 3 45 3 %3 3 1303 32 3
D @ ERs T A0 D D D U D D D )

ﬁ ER ¥ ¥ iy A vy 17 ¥ g5 3 v
3 3 38 3 99 9 19 9 g g 9 g B
a! 3 39 g 9 g g 2 190G g 9 2
3 3 a3 3 3 3 % & 7303 23 3
% ? 1P Poap T T % ROR 2R v
N R 3117 T L
i woIw U o3y U i W U it
@ v W Wy g Ty Y Y ouw ]
ﬁ noan noan noan I non 00 n
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