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Exodus 20:2-14                  Decalogue               Aseret HaD’varim      (New letters dark; Old letters hollow)
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This is the letter KHAPH: (; (f) f  
It is the bleKHy sound your throat makes when it is glopped up with yuKHy stuff and your clear it.  It is the same

letter with a different shape than the Final KHaph. 

It represents the number 20.  It sounds like KH. 

It is found towards the beginning of  Exodus 20:2 «««««bbbbb����������ttttt­	fWWWWWhhhhh·····�����vvvvv«««««kkkkk�����ttttt     ����� ´́́́́vvvvv     hhhhh

In Exodus 20:2 the KHAPH appears in the word h­	f«b��t which means “I.” 

Practice reading the letter KHAPH with all the vowels (notice that the largest letter is from Exodus 20:2): 

)f Pf Uf Qf If 	f h 	f �f �f (f �f <KHaph

Practice reading these Hebrew words with KHAPH (See if you can find the *starred words in the Exodus Decalogue):

   k«f )u*all (of)/ everyv�f �r )c	k  for a blessingv�ft�k )n*work / livelihood   
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This is the letter TZadee: (h 	s�m)  m
It looks like a twisted preTZel tied in noTS.   It is the shape that comes anywhere but the end of a word.

It represents the number 90.   It sounds like TZ or TS.

It is found towards the end of  Exodus 20:2 IIIII �����vvvvv     rrrrr¯̄̄̄̄�����JJJJJ�����ttttt�m					nnnnn     ..... �����rrrrr¬¬¬¬¬�����ttttt �����nnnnn     WWWWWhhhhh²²²²²					,,,,,ttttt)m:::::ooooohhhhh �����					sssss�����ccccc�����ggggg     ,,,,,hhhhh¬¬¬¬¬�����CCCCC 					nnnnn     ooooo					hhhhh­­­­­(((((rrrrr

In Exodus 20:2 the TZADEE appears first in the word Wh 	,t�mIv which means “I brought you (singular) out.”  The next

word . �r �t �n has a FINAL TZADEE, and means “from the land of.”  The next word o	h (r )m 	n in the sentence also has a

TZADEE, and means “Egypt.”  Some scholars think that the word for Egypt comes from r�m which means “narrow.”

Practice reading the letter TZADEE with all the vowels (notice that the largest letters are from Exodus 20:2): 

)m Pm Um Qm Im 	m h 	m �m �m (m �m <TZadee

Practice reading these Hebrew words with TZADEE (See if you can find the *starred words in the Exodus Decalogue):

iIp�mnorthj(m )r 	,*you will murder h �,«u )m 	n*my commandments
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This is the letter SIN: (ih 	G)  G
It may look like a SHin, but the dot is on the left for this letter (the SHin dot is on the right).  It is alSo a Sound that

you make when Sound goes SSSS through your teeth.  Remember that it is no Sin to be a lefty.  Since the dot is

on the left, it represents the left part of the word Sunshine.

It represents the number 300 (the same as SHin).   It sounds like S.

It is found toward the beginning of  Exodus 20:4 �����ggggg�����(((((,,,,,,,,,,ttttt«««««kkkkk�̧G¬¬¬¬¬WWWWW)))))kkkkk     vvvvv

In Exodus 20:4 the SIN appears in the word v �G�g (, which means “you will make” or “you will do.”  In this phrase it is

preceded by t«k which negates the phrase to mean “you will not make or do.”

Practice reading the letter SIN with all the vowels (notice that the largest letter is from Exodus 20:4): 

)G PG UG QG IG 	G h 	G �G �G (G �G <Sin

Practice reading these Hebrew words with SIN (See if you can find the *starred words in the Exodus Decalogue):

v �G�g*he made / didv �G«g )u*and makes / does �,h 	G�g )u*and you will make / do
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This is the letter SAMEKH: (Q �n �x)  x
It has a Circular bottom.  Some See a Slice on the bottom right Side.

It represents the number 60.   It sounds like S.

It is found towards the beginning of  Exodus 20:4 ¸̧̧̧̧�����ppppp�xvvvvvººººº�����bbbbbUUUUUnnnnn )))))TTTTT,,,,,kkkkk�����fffff )))))uuuuu     ÆÆÆÆÆkkkkk

In Exodus 20:4 the SAMEKH appears in the word k �x �p which means “sculpture” or “idol” or “statue.”  Sometimes people

confuse the letter x with a o FINAL MEM, however the x SAMEKH is circular, and the FINAL MEM looks like a

Marshmallow (more square -- without the slice taken out).

Practice reading the letter SAMEKH with all the vowels (notice that the largest letter is from Exodus 20:4):

)x Px Ux Qx Ix 	x h 	x �x �x (x �x <Samekh

Practice reading these Hebrew words with SAMEKH (None of these are in the Exodus Decalogue):

r �p �xbookr �pIxscribes �x �j loving kindness



Read Hebrew from Day One (© Rabbi Jana) Lesson Six p. 6

This is the letter ZAYIN: (i	h(z)  z
The letter Zigs and Zags. 

It represents the number 7.  It sounds like Z.

It is found at the beginning of  Exodus 20:8      �z:::::IIIII �����JJJJJ )))))SSSSS (((((eeeee)))))kkkkk     ,,,,,­­­­­�����CCCCC (((((77777 (((((vvvvv     oooooIIIII¬¬¬¬¬hhhhh,,,,,,,,,, �����ttttt     rrrrrIIIII ²²²²²fffff

In Exodus 20:8 the ZAYIN appears in the word rIf�z which is the masculine singular command form for “remember.”

Practice reading the letter ZAYIN with all the vowels (notice that the largest letter is from Genesis 1: 4): 

)z Pz Uz Qz Iz 	z h 	z �z �z (z �z <Zayin

Practice reading these Hebrew words with ZAYIN (None of these words are in the Exodus Decalogue):

v�zthis (m.s.),t«zthis (f.s.) k�z �nluck / fortune
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This is the letter GIMMEL: (k �n 	D)  d
It has a Gap at the bottom. It Goes in the direction of the next letter.  It usually has Got a dot in it when it is found

at the beGinning of syllables.

It represents the number 3.  It sounds like G.

It is found towards the end of Exodus 20:10 )))))uuuuu��d:::::WWWWWhhhhh ����������rrrrr�����ggggg )))))JJJJJ 					CCCCC     rrrrr¬¬¬¬¬�����JJJJJ�����ttttt     ­­­­­WWWWW )))))rrrrr

In Exodus 20:10 the GIMMEL appears in the word W )r�d )u which means “and your foreigner” or “and your convert.” 

Practice reading the letter GIMMEL with all the vowels (notice that the largest letter is from Exodus 20:10): 

)d Pd Ud Qd Id 	d h 	d �d �d (d �d <Gimmel

Practice reading these Hebrew words with GIMMEL (See if you can find the *starred words in the Exodus Decalogue):

o(DalsodUzcouple / pair c«b )d 	,*you will steal 
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This is the letter PHEH SOFIT (Final PHeh) : (,h 	pIx v �p); 
It looks like Fangs in Front, or the Front teeth Finding the bottom lip, but the bottom Falls below the line.

It represents the number 80.  It sounds like PH.  It is the shape that only comes at the end of the word.

We find it in Exodus 20:13 ·····�����ttttt)))))bbbbb 					,,,,,     ttttt́́́́́«««««kkkkk;

In Exodus 20:13 the PHEH SOFIT appears in the word ; �t)b 	, which means “you will commit adultery.”  Note that this

word is preceded by the word t«k which negates the verb, and the phrase becomes “you will not commit adultery.”

Practice reading the letter PHEH SOFIT with all the vowels (notice that the largest letter is from Exodus 20:13): 

; Pt ;Ut ; Qt ;It ; 	t ;h 	t ; �t ; �t ; (t ; �t /Final

\PHeh

Practice reading these Hebrew words with PHEH SOFIT (None of these are from the Exodus Decalogue):

;Ixend; �tnose / anger;Igfowl / bird


